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A school bond designed to address over-
crowded elementary schools and contin-
ued enrollment growth in the Puyallup 
School District comes before voters in the 
November 3, 2015 General Election.

Election ballots will be mailed to regis-
tered voters on October 16. The ballots 
must be mailed or dropped off in postage-
free ballot drop boxes by Election Day 
to be counted (see drop box locations on 
page 6).

All fi ve of the projects on the proposed 
$292.5 million bond measure address the 
need for elementary school classroom 
space.

Proposed bond projects

The proposed projects include:

• Replacing Firgrove, Northwood, and 
Sunrise elementary schools with larger 
elementary schools that would have 
30 home rooms, similar in size to the 
last two elementary schools built in 
this district (Edgerton and Carson 
elementary schools, which opened 
in 2007). This school size generally 
supports four classrooms for each 
grade level.

• Building a new elementary school 
on nearly 17 acres of undeveloped 
property owned by the district. The 
site is on 144th Street just west of 80th 

Avenue Court East. The school would 
be built large enough to accommodate 
44 home rooms, or about six classes at 
each grade level.

• Remodeling and expanding Pope 
Elementary to accommodate 44 
home rooms, or approximately six 
classes per grade level. The proposed 
expansion includes additional 
classrooms, a new gym that would also 
be used as a cafeteria, relocation of 
some play areas, removal of portable 

classrooms, and expansion of the bus 
loop and parking areas.

The projects would accommodate full-day 
kindergarten classes, special education 
preschool classes, and a dedicated science 
classroom at each of the fi ve sites. The 
facilities would also address enrollment 
growth projected to continue for at least 
the next decade.

Nearly 12 years have passed since district 

voters last approved a school bond, which 
pays for capital projects such as new 
school construction, renovation, replace-
ment, and other school improvements.

The last voter-approved school bond in 
2004, for example, paid for construction 
of Glacier View Junior High and Car-
son and Edgerton elementary schools, 
replacement of Kalles and Aylen junior 

School district graduation 
rates reach record highs
The Puyallup School District has a 
record high 84.6 percent of students who 
graduated on time in 2014, as well as the 
highest-ever percentage (87.3 percent) of 
students who earned their diploma in fi ve 
years.

The district is also well above the state 
average for both its on-time graduation 
rate (four years after starting high school), 
and extended graduation rate (fi ve years 
after starting high school), according to 
information recently released by the state 
Offi ce of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction.

Statewide, 77.2 percent of students gradu-
ated on time, while 79.9 percent graduated 
in fi ve years.

Glenn Malone, executive director of as-
sessment, accountability, and student suc-
cess, plans to share the district’s record-
high graduation rates with the Puyallup 
School Board during its October 19 board 
meeting. 

Malone also plans to report the results of 
last spring’s new Smarter Balanced state 
assessments in math and English language 
arts in grades three through eight and 
11, as well as Measurement of Student 
Progress (MSP) science scores for grades 
fi ve and eight.

In addition to reporting on the districtwide 
graduation rate results, Malone plans to 

Puyallup High graduate David Le celebrates receiving his diploma 
with classmates during last June’s commencement ceremony.

continued on page 6

November 3, 2015 proposed bond projects
 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
 Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep

  Firgrove Elementary replacement

  New southwest area elementary school

  Northwood Elementary replacement

    Pope Elementary expansion and renovation 

    Sunrise Elementary replacement

The chart above refl ects a timeline of the proposed school bond projects on the November 3, 2015 
General Election ballot. The left edge of each yellow bar indicates when the proposed project 
begins, and the right edge of each bar refl ects when the project is estimated to be completed. The 
timeline for each project includes both the design and construction phase. Find more information 
about the bond projects throughout this issue of Connections and on the district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.
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students to reach their full potential.

Connections Editorial Policy
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by the Puyallup School District as part 
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board and district staff a venue to 
inform community members about 
programs, goals, and activities of 
public education in the Puyallup 
School District.  Please direct 
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executive director of communications 
and information, P.O. Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone (253) 
841-8703; or email foxbd@puyallup.
k12.wa.us. Responses, as appropriate, 
will be provided directly to those who 
contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Brian Fox
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Susan Gifford
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Puyallup School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran 
or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, 
mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability 
in its programs and activities, and 
provides equal access to the Boy 
Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. Questions and complaints 
of alleged discrimination may 
be directed to Amie Brandmire, 
execut ive  d i rec tor  of  human 
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school support (253) 841-8764; chief 
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(253) 841-8700.

present the board with a chart showing a 
breakdown of how students fared at each 
of the district’s four high schools.

The state’s reporting system for graduation 
rates and all other demographic informa-
tion is always one year behind the most 
recent graduation year. 

Some of the largest gains in 2014 were 
seen at Walker High School, which in-
creased nearly 12 percentage points in its 
on-time graduation rate.

Puyallup High School continued its steady 
upward trend over the past four years by 
moving up one percentage point in the 
number of students graduating in four 
years and two percentage points for those 
who graduated in fi ve years.

“We are thrilled with this year’s results,” 
Malone said. “Our graduation rates con-
tinue to hold strong. This shows that our 
hard work in getting students to graduate is 
working.” 

A chart showing graduation rates from 
2011-2014 at all four Puyallup School 

District high schools can be viewed 
on the district website. To see how 
students fared on last spring’s Smarter 
Balanced assessment, visit the Offi ce 

In the Puyallup community there is a great 
spirit of support for the students and our 
schools. This is evidenced by the very large 
numbers of parents and community mem-
bers who regularly participate in the many 
activities, concerts, and sporting events in 
which our students are involved. Such sup-
port is both noticed and appreciated by the 
school board and the more than 3,000 full- 
and part-time district employees. It is this 
willingness to be informed and involved 
that makes living and working in Puyallup 
so special.

As a community it is very important for us 
to be aware of the growth that is occurring 
and the positive and challenging effects 
that such a rapid increase in population 
can have. It is most certainly a boon to our 
business community, as well as several 
other segments of our local economy. It 
is great to see the neighborhoods in our 
community so vibrant and busy with the 
construction of new homes and the addi-

tion of people who are excited to be 
part of such a great place. The growth 
has also placed exceptional pressure 
upon the space available in our schools, 
as well as on many of the other services 
in our community, such as police and 
fi re protection.

Between October 17 and November 3, 
2015, the voters of our community will 
have the opportunity to decide on the 
school construction bond issue that 
the school board has placed before the 

voters. I deeply encourage each of our 
community members to be informed of 
the needs that the district has outlined 
for the community to consider. I would 
also invite the public to look closely at 
the recommendation of the Citizens Bond 
Planning Committee and the very pressing 
instructional space needs that it identi-
fi ed for the school board to consider. This 
information can be readily accessed on the 
Puyallup School District website at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

We encourage each of our community 
members to exercise their right to vote in 
the coming election. It is very important 
at a time of such rapid growth in our com-
munity that folks are actively involved in 
the process that will help determine our 
future as a community.

As always we appreciate the very active 
involvement and participation of commu-
nity members in our schools.

Perhaps more than any other time, the start 
of a new school year makes us pause and 
marvel at the growth of our children, refl ect 
on their accomplishments, and with hope 
and anticipation, look forward to what lies 
ahead. This was especially true at our house 
this year as our oldest went off to her last 
fi rst day of school. 

It is hard not to wonder where time has 
gone, but it is also wonderful to know 
that our district’s commitment to excel-
lence has provided great teachers, a 
welcoming learning environment, and 
rigorous academic standards that prepared 
my child for the challenges of post-
secondary education. It is not hard to see 

why so many families are choosing to 
live in our community.

Puyallup is currently experiencing 
tremendous growth. More than 80 
homes are being sold each month within 
our school district boundaries, and an 
estimated 2,000 new homes are planned 
within housing projects under site devel-
opment or in construction. Some of these 
single-family and multifamily develop-
ments will be built over multiple phases 
of construction over a number of years, 
and all will generate more students in 
our already overcrowded schools. As of 
the fourth day of school this fall, district 
enrollment exceeded our most conserva-
tive projections with 417 more students 
enrolled than on the fourth day in Sep-
tember 2014.

Last year, the school board had to make 
the diffi cult decision to temporarily 
move some sixth graders from over-
crowded elementary schools to junior 
high schools. Enrollment projections call 
for an additional 1,600 students in the 

next fi ve years in Puyallup, with 1,050 of 
them expected to arrive in already over-
crowded elementary schools.

The bond measure that will be on the 
November 3, 2015 election ballot pro-
poses building a new elementary school 
and remodeling, rebuilding, or expand-
ing four existing elementary schools. 
Because a portion of the six-year School 
Facility Improvements and Technol-
ogy Upgrades Levy that was passed by 
voters last year will be refi nanced, the 
cost of the bond will be about two cents 
more for every $1,000 of assessed prop-
erty valuation. The owner of a home 
valued at $250,000, for example, would 
pay about $5 more per year in taxes 
levied by the district. 

It has been almost 12 years since a bond 
measure passed in our district. My child, 
now a high school senior, was in kinder-
garten. Great schools create strong com-
munities, which is why so many people 
like me call Puyallup their home. I look 
forward to a great 2015-16 school year.

continued from page 1

Walker High School graduates (from left) Jaquan Johnson, 
Sydnee St. Marie, and Elijah Wilson-Milonas do the ceremonial 
turning of the tassle during last spring’s graduation ceremony. 
The percentage of Walker High School students who graduated 
on-time (in four years) made signifi cant gains in 2014.

of the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion website at www.k12.wa.us. On the 
right side of the Home page, click the 
“Report Card” icon.
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Zeiger sixth graders transition to junior high campus

STEM Showcase 
information night is 
December 1

Zeiger Elementary sixth graders are at-
tending school this year at Ballou Junior 
High rather than at their elementary 
school due to overcrowded conditions that 
forced some classes to meet last year in 
the principal’s offi ce because of a shortage 
of traditional classroom space.

The South Hill elementary school is the 
fi rst of seven schools throughout the dis-
trict that have been identifi ed as needing 
to temporarily shift sixth graders to junior 
high campuses to relieve overcrowding. 

Other schools scheduled to move sixth 
graders onto junior high campuses in-
clude:

2016-17
• Woodland Elementary sixth graders to 

Aylen Junior High.
• Sunrise Elementary sixth graders to 

Ferrucci Junior High.
• Shaw Road Elementary sixth graders 

to Ferrucci Junior High.

2017-18
• Edgerton Elementary sixth graders to 

Glacier View Junior High.
• Northwood Elementary sixth graders 

to Edgemont Junior High.
• Mt. View Elementary sixth graders to 

Edgemont Junior High.

The school board agreed last February to 
make the moves as a short-term fi x until 

more classroom space is available on 
crowded elementary school campuses. In 
some cases, schools are serving several 
hundred students beyond the number they 
were built to serve.

The board-approved plan to temporarily 
move the sixth graders to junior highs 
with available space will be reviewed 
annually.

A Puyallup School District school bond on 
the November 3, 2015 General Election 
ballot proposes adding classroom space 
by building a new school in the southwest 
region; replacing and expanding Firgrove, 
Northwood, and Sunrise elementary 
schools; and creating more classroom 
space and making other building improve-
ments at Pope Elementary.

It takes an average of three years to build 
and open a new elementary school.

Smooth transition to junior high

Students and staff report a smooth transi-
tion this fall of Zeiger Elementary sixth 
graders to the Ballou Junior High campus.

“They are totally adapting and enjoying 
some of the independence of being on 
a junior high campus, including having 
more than one teacher during the day,” 
said Principal Krista Bates. “It’s gone very 
smoothly.”

Bruin Ambassadors — junior high stu-
dents chosen by teachers to be student 

leaders on campus — greeted the incom-
ing sixth graders, many of whom were 
accompanied on the fi rst day by their 
parents. The students had already spent 
a morning on the campus and had lunch 
there before school let out in June.

The Bruin Ambassadors joined Bates, 
Assistant Principal Jennifer Fox, and other 
staff members in guiding students to a 
morning gathering area in the Commons, 
as well as helping them get to class once 
the bell rang.

Ninth grader and Bruin Ambassador 
Nate Job came to Ballou Junior High as 
a seventh grader from Firgrove Elemen-
tary. He said he remembers the anxiety 
of starting junior high, especially fi nd-
ing classes and trying to fi t in on the 
fi rst day.

He said he tried to calm some of the sixth 
graders’ nerves this fall by shaking their 
hands and chatting with them as they 

Parents and students throughout the 
district are invited to attend a commu-
nity night designed to help students be 
successful in creating projects for the 
district’s Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Math (STEM) Showcase.

The free information night will be held 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 1 in the Kalles Junior High 
School Commons, 501 7th Ave. S.E., 
Puyallup.

“This night is designed to help parents 
gain an understanding of what their 
child is expected to do with the science 
project and provide tools necessary to 
make it simple, easy, and fun,” said 
Christine Moloney, executive director of 
instructional leadership.

Kindergartners through twelfth graders 
will learn how to choose and create a 
project, Moloney said.

The STEM Showcase will take place 
during the Washington State Spring 
Fair April 14-17, 2016 in Puyallup. The 
projects are on display in the Pavilion 
building.

District offi ces 
closed during winter 
break Dec. 21-Jan. 1
Puyallup School District administrative 
offi ces and support buildings will be 
closed along with schools for the winter 
holidays from Monday, December 21 
through Friday, January 1.

School resumes on Monday, January 
4. Administrative offi ces and support 
buildings will also reopen that morning.

Puyallup School District Superintendent 
Tim Yeomans has been recognized with a 
national Excellence in Educational Lead-
ership Award.

At the August 3 Puyallup School Board 
meeting, University of Washington (UW) 
College of Education representatives 
presented Yeomans with a framed award 
certifi cate and thanked him for his educa-
tional leadership.

The UW is part of The University Council 
for Educational Administration (UCEA) 
— a consortium of higher education insti-
tutions across the country.

In a letter of congratulations to Yeomans, 
the university explained he was selected 
for the national award because of his “on-
going commitment to leadership develop-
ment for aspiring school and district-level 
leaders.”

Each year, the UCEA invites member 
university faculties to nominate “a distin-
guished school administrator who has an 
exemplary record of supporting school 
administrator preparation efforts” for the 
leadership award.

During the award presentation, UW Direc-
tor of the Danforth Leadership Program 
Ann O’Doherty thanked Yeomans for 
helping to recruit educators for UW and 
other universities in the region.

“He is really interested in making sure 
that we have very strong pipelines of lead-
ers in this area,” she said.

O’Doherty also thanked him for contribut-
ing to the university’s curriculum develop-
ment and for his day-to-day work, which 
she said “is a model for our students who 
are preparing to be both system-level lead-
ers and school-level leaders.”

Rob MacGregor, associate director for the 
university’s Leadership for Learning Pro-
gram, added, “Dr. Yeomans really exem-
plifi es what it means to grow leadership.”

MacGregor noted that Yeomans serves 
on a professional education advisory 
board with the Learning for Leader-
ship Program. “His perspective is really 
valued and has contributed to signifi cant 
changes in the program,” he said. “We 
thank him for all he does on behalf of 
the kids around the state of Washing-
ton.”

Brieanne Hull, program manager for the 
university’s Leadership for Learning Pro-
gram, also attended the August 3 award 
presentation.

Yeomans has served as Puyallup School 
District superintendent since 2012. He 
came to Puyallup from the Meridian 
School District in Washington.

Since coming to Puyallup, Yeomans has 
worked to align instructional programs 
with the necessary resources and create 
lasting partnerships with institutions of 

Yeomans earns national leadership award

higher learning to provide meaningful 
post-secondary educational opportunities 
for each child.

Earlier in his career, Yeomans held 
leadership positions at the district level 
and served as a high school principal, a 
teacher, a student leadership advisor, a 
coach, and an athletic director.
 
In addition to his role as superintendent 
in Puyallup, Yeomans instructs graduate 
students aspiring to become school and 
district leaders at Pacifi c Lutheran Uni-
versity and Washington State University 
(WSU).

He has served on professional education 
advisory boards for educational leadership 
programs at UW, UW Bothell campus, 
and Western Washington University. He 
also participates in leadership work with 
the Washington Association of School 
Administrators.

Superintendent Tim Yeomans (left) is a 2015 recipient of the 
national Excellence in Educational Leadership Award. He is joined 
by University of Washington College of Education representatives 
Brieanne Hull, Ann O’Doherty, and Rob MacGregor.

Ballou Junior High Principal Krista Bates (far right) and Assistant 
Principal Jennifer Fox greet sixth graders as they move between 
classes on the fi rst day of school.

continued on page 7
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This fall marks the opening of the Pioneer 
Room, featuring a one-room schoolhouse, 
covered wagon, general store, and trading 
post at the Karshner Museum and Center 
for Culture & Arts.

The room, formerly known as the Pio-
neer Classroom, has expanded to host a 
new exhibit, “Trappers, Trailblazers, and 
Pioneer Living.” The exhibit chronicles 
the Westward Expansion in the United 
States and includes many items previously 
displayed at the Karshner Museum before 
its restoration in the 2013-14 school year.

Participants in the interactive Pioneer 
Room exhibit can trade furs at Fort 
Carson, buy items at a general store, pack 
a wagon for the Oregon Trail, sit in a turn-
of-the-century school desk in the one-
room schoolhouse, and handle historical 
items representing the early days of the 
west.

Among other things, the room features 
a butter churn from the 1890s, a pump 
organ made in 1905, book collections dat-
ing to the late 1800s and early 1900s, and 
a wooden chair that belonged to one of 
Washington’s fi rst settlers.

“We tried to keep many things in the room 
that students and the general public can 
touch,” said Lynda Belt, exhibit designer 
and part-time teacher at the Karshner Mu-
seum and Center for Culture & Arts.

The exhibit also complements the newest 
Legacy Washington display, “Washing-
ton 1889: Blazes, Rails, and the Year of 
Statehood.” The exhibit is on loan to the 
facility through a partnership with the 

Washington Secretary of State’s Offi ce.

Kindergarten through second-grade teach-
ers will be invited this fall to bring their 
students into the Pioneer Room, as well 
as in other exhibits, as part of a newly 
created “What is a Museum?” fi eld trip 
opportunity, Belt said.

With an age-appropriate research journal 
in hand, students will be invited to explore 
the exhibits and learn what an artifact is 
and how to use it as a clue to the past, 
what a collection of artifacts looks like, 
as well as other introductory activities 
including an art project.

Beginning next fall, plans are to further 
expand the educational use of the Pioneer 
Room by integrating it into a fourth-grade 

fi eld trip as part of students’ study of 
Washington state history, Belt said. 

Adjacent to the Pioneer Room is a gallery 
room featuring hundreds of artifacts re-

lated to science. Visi-
tors can peer inside 
glass display cases 
to see butterfl ies and 
bugs; fossils; gems, 
rocks, and minerals; 
mammals; shells; and 
marine biology.

This room will 
become the focus of 
another new “What is 
a Scientist?” fi eld trip 
opportunity planned 
later this fall for stu-
dents in kindergarten 
through grade three. 
Students will learn 
about various fi elds 
of science by examin-
ing the natural history 
artifacts. They will 
discover what tools 
scientists use, deter-
mine what questions 
scientists ask, and 
better understand how 
scientists collect and 
share information.

Other new exhibits 
this year include 
“Rhythms and Colors 
of Africa.” The gal-
lery room features a 

variety of African cultural traditions and 
artifacts such as textiles, musical instru-
ments, jewelry, and basketry from Nigeria, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania, Zaire, Uganda, 
and more. 

The museum will also be host for the 
second consecutive year to the Coastal 
Salish Learning Day — a third-grade fi eld 
trip focusing on coastal and plateau people 
who lived in the Pacifi c Northwest for 
thousands of years and those alive today. 

The fi eld trips run from February through 
May and align with the third-grade social 
studies curriculum, which includes a unit 
on Native American culture. 

The three-hour fi eld trip, presented by 
part-time teacher Celestina Gonzalez, ex-

poses students to tools that native people 
created and used. Students also explore 
artifacts collected by museum founder Dr. 
Warner Karshner, weave their own cattail 
mat using authentic materials, and partici-
pate in a drum circle.

New artwork displayed this fall 
from the Samish Indian Nation 
will complement the third-grade 
curriculum and fi eld trip. 

Baskets, oars, boxes, and four 
decorative Coastal Salish art 
panels are among the items 
featured this year in one of 
the gallery rooms on the 
east side of the building.

The four large panels, 
spotlighted and visible 
from the front entry, are de-
signed by native artist William Bailey 
and carved and painted by the Beaver 

Lodge Carving Club of the Samish Na-
tion and community in Anacortes, Wash. 
The images are titled “Killer Whale and 
Calf,” “Native Run Salmon,” “Eagle with 
Salmon,” and “Raven, Wolf, and Moon.”

The Karshner Center is open 
to the public from 1 to 4 
p.m. each day that school 

is in session. Self-guided 
tours are encouraged.

For more information, and 
to see more photos of the 

many new exhibits this year, 
visit the Karshner Museum 

and Center for Culture & Arts 
Web page, accessible from the 

Puyallup School District web-
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

‘Trappers, Trailblazers, and Pioneer Living’ exhibit opens

A turn-of-the-century Pioneer Room, featuring a one-room schoolhouse, covered wagon, general 
store, and trading post opened this fall to students and the general public at the Karshner Museum 
and Center for Culture & Arts.

Lynda Belt, exhibit designer and part-time 
teacher at the Karshner Museum and Center for 
Culture & Arts, hangs an animal pelt in the Fort 
Carson trading post.  
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High schools are celebrating the success 
this fall of 77 Puyallup School District 
students named Elizabeth Wesley Youth 
Merit Incentive Award recipients.

The Puyallup students make up more 
than a third of the 202 student scholars 
throughout Pierce County recognized for 
the honor by the Tacoma Urban League 
during a September 19 award ceremony 
in Lakewood.
 
The Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit Incen-
tive Award program was created in 1996 

Students honored as Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit scholars
to recognize and honor 
African American youth in 
grades nine through 11 for 
academic excellence, com-
munity involvement, and 
good citizenship.

The award program is 
named for Elizabeth Wes-
ley, a civic leader active in 
the founding of the Tacoma 
Urban League.

The league awards each of the student 

winners $350, and the Puyal-
lup School District award 
winners have their photos dis-
played in the South Hill Mall.

Puyallup School District 
leadership employees raise 
money for the program each 
year during a summer admin-
istrative conference. This year 
leadership staff raised $19,000. 
Combined with a $10,000 
outside donation, the district 

contributed $29,000 to support future youth 

merit incentive awards.

In addition to the ceremony honoring the 
Pierce County award recipients, Puyallup 
School District winners are being honored 
this fall at recognition events held at each 
of the three comprehensive high schools.

The names of all 77 Puyallup School 
District Elizabeth Wesley Youth Merit In-
centive Award recipients and the schools 
they attend this fall are posted on the 
Puyallup School District website at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Snapshots from
Education Day at the Fair

Photos (from top): Rogers High School students Katie 
Karpenko and Jared Fluhrer perform a dance routine from 
the school’s upcoming winter “White Christmas” production; 
Karshner Elementary student Jesse Martin explores classroom 
technology; Rogers High JROTC Cadette Keanu Maples 
marches into the Washington State Fair Pavilion during the 
opening ceremony; Emerald Ridge High Chamber Singers 
perform; Ridgecrest Elementary students (from left) Toetu, 
Sunni, and Jamar Armstrong show off crowns and necklaces 
made at the art department table and Offi ce of Equity and 
Achievement booth; Woodland Elementary student Gabrielle 
Buchanan looks inside a wooden kaleidoscope designed by 
Rogers High Architecture, Construction, and Engineering (ACE) 
Academy students, who helped students build them during 
Education Day at the Fair; and the Puyallup High School cheer 
team performs.
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high schools, remodels or renovations at 
several other schools, and updated student 
and staff computer equipment.

Continued enrollment growth

Enrollment growth over the past decade 
has created a continued demand for more 
classrooms and the replacement of aging 
facilities and equipment.

Puyallup is the eighth largest school dis-
trict in Washington and the second largest 
district in Pierce County with more than 
22,250 students.

Enrollment projections call for continued 
surging growth throughout the district, 
with an additional 1,600 students expected 
to arrive in Puyallup schools in the next 
fi ve years. Most of that growth — 1,050 
children — is projected at the elementary 
level.

Completion of the fi ve proposed bond 
projects would reduce the demand for the 
number of elementary school temporary 
instructional spaces, also referred to as 
portable classrooms, from the current 122 
elementary portable classrooms to 22 of 
the temporary instructional spaces.

The fi ve proposed projects would cre-
ate additional classroom space for 2,720 
elementary students, and would create a 

need for a districtwide boundary review, 
said Rudy Fyles, the district’s chief opera-
tions offi cer.

Cost

The proposed bond would raise an esti-
mated $292.5 million over 21 years. The 
conservative cost estimate to taxpayers 
is 2 cents more per $1,000 of assessed 
property valuation. The owner of a home 
valued at $250,000, for example, would 
pay about $5 more per year in taxes levied 
by the district.

Based on the district’s current tax rate 
of $6.50, the bond would result in a new 
estimated combined tax rate of $6.52 per 
$1,000 of assessed property valuation.

The bond measure includes refi nancing 
about $34 million of a six-year capital 
projects levy approved by voters in 2014. 
The remaining $5 million of technol-
ogy projects in the 2014 School Facility 
Improvements and Technology Upgrades 
Levy would not be refi nanced.

Citizens Bond Planning Committee

The Puyallup School Board’s decision 
to go before voters with a school bond 
followed more than a year of research 
by a 28-member Citizens Bond Planning 
Committee. The committee, made up of 
parents, high school students, educators, 
and community members, reviewed facil-
ity needs districtwide.

The planning committee presented 

a report of its work to the board last 
spring, as well as two recommendations 
outlining projects that could be included 
on a potential school bond. Both of the 

committee’s recommendations focused 
on providing more classroom space in 
the district’s many crowded elementary 
schools.

November 3, 2015 
school bond election
continued from page 1

Sources: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, i-cubed, USDA, USGS, AEX, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, 
IGP, swisstopo, the GIS User Community, and the school district Operations department

The map above shows the site location for the new elementary 
school proposed in the November 3, 2015 school bond measure.

Ballots for the November 3, 2015 Gen-
eral Election will be mailed this month 
to registered voters and must be mailed 
or dropped off in postage-free ballot drop 
boxes by Election Day to be counted.

The Pierce County Auditor’s Offi ce will 
mail ballots to registered voters on Octo-
ber 16. Last month, the offi ce sent ballots 
to military and U.S. citizens overseas.

To be counted, ballots must be post-
marked, or deposited in drop boxes 
located throughout the community, by 
November 3. 

All Washington state elections are vote-
by-mail.

Drop boxes are open 24 hours daily. Bal-
lots will continue to be accepted until 8 
p.m. on Election Day. Drop boxes within 
the school district are located at:

• Puyallup Library, 324 South 
Meridian, Puyallup

• South Hill Library, 15420 Meridian 
E., Puyallup

• Edgewood City Hall, 2224 104th Ave. 
E., Edgewood

Pierce County residents not yet regis-
tered to vote in Washington who missed 
the October 5 mail-in or online regis-
tration deadline can register in person 

Division is open weekdays from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

To register to vote in Pierce County, ap-
plicants must be:

• At least 18 years old by Election Day.
• A United States citizen and legal Pierce 

County resident.
• Not under Department of Corrections 

supervision for a Washington felony 
conviction.

• Not disqualifi ed from voting due to a 
court order.

More information

To learn more about the proposed school 
bond projects, visit the district website 
at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. There are 
news articles outlining each of the fi ve 
bond projects, as well as details about 
voter registration, tax exemptions, and 
more.

The district has also set up an email ad-
dress especially for questions about the 
proposed school bond. Send questions to 
election@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Ballots for the November 3, 2015 General Election may be dropped 
postage-free in Vote-By-Mail Ballot Drop Boxes as shown above. 
There are three drop boxes located in the Puyallup School District. 

through Monday, October 26. In-person 
voter registration is done at the Pierce 
County Elections Division, 2501 South 
35th St., Suite C, Tacoma. The Elections 

General Election drop box and voter registration information

Frequently asked questions about school bond election
The following are some frequently asked 
questions about the proposed school bond 
that will appear on the November 3, 2015 
General Election ballot.

What is a school bond?

A bond pays for capital projects such 
as new school construction, renovation, 
replacement, and other school improve-
ments. The last voter-approved school 
bond in 2004, for example, paid for 
construction of Glacier View Junior 
High and Carson and Edgerton elemen-
tary schools, replacement of Kalles and 
Aylen junior high schools, remodels or 
renovations at several other schools, 
and updated student and staff computer 
equipment.

How is a school bond different from 
an educational programs and opera-
tions school levy?

An educational programs and operations 
school levy, also referred to as a mainte-
nance levy, helps fund day-to-day learning 
needs such as textbooks and extracur-
ricular programs. Puyallup School District 
voters last approved a four-year school 
programs and operations levy in February 
2014. 

My child’s school is overcrowded, 
but I don’t see it listed as a project 
on the proposed school bond. Why 
not?

The fi ve school construction and renova-

tion projects on the election ballot would  
address overcrowding and continued 
enrollment growth not only at those 
proposed project sites, but also at other 
schools experiencing growth. School 
boundaries would be studied districtwide 
to refl ect the larger schools or classroom 
additions that would be built. 

Why is the school district proposing 
a school bond now?

When the bond comes before voters in 
November, it will have been nearly 12 
years since the last school bond was 
approved. Enrollment has increased by 
1,017 students in the past three years, cre-
ating a need for more classrooms and the 
replacement of aging facilities and equip-

ment. Enrollment projections call for 
continued surging growth throughout the 
district, with an additional 1,600 students 
expected to arrive in Puyallup schools in 
the next fi ve years. Puyallup is the eighth 
largest school district in Washington with 
more than 22,250 students. 

How can I learn more?

A long list of frequently asked questions 
and answers is posted on the district 
website at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

Additionally, the district has set up an 
email address especially for questions 
about the proposed school bond. 
Send questions to:
election@puyallup.k12.wa.us
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Students transition to 
junior high campus
continued from page 3

walked through the front doors.

Associated Student Body President 
Brennah Llanos, also a ninth grader, 
added, “I hope they are going to have 
the best experience of their life in junior 
high. I want them to know this school 
is safe and we always have their back. I 
want them to feel comfortable and have a 
smile on their face.”

Sixth grader Hannah Frary said she likes 
being able to move between classes and 
have different teachers. The newest Ballou 
Bruin also said she passed by “and said 
‘hi’” to several former Zeiger Elementary 
students who are now seventh graders.

Fellow sixth grader Prince Romeo 
Ka’ua’aliimoeuhane Sarcedo said one 
of the benefi ts of being on a junior high 
campus is having more food choices for 
lunch, including pizza. He said he was 
nervous his fi rst day but has felt relaxed 
ever since.  

Sixth grader Adam AlMousawi added, 
“I like the entire campus — the teachers 
here, the lunches, the independence, and 
having multiple teachers.” AlMousawi 
said he hopes to be able to sign up for the 
junior high intramural basketball team 
this winter.

While there is a separate partitioned area 
in the Commons for sixth graders who 
want to gather before school with same-
age classmates, Bates said most have 
chosen to wait for the morning bell in the 

courtyard or larger Commons area with all 
other junior high students.

Sixth graders attend classes at Ballou 
Junior High in a cluster of temporary 
instructional spaces, commonly referred 
to as portable classrooms. The portables, 
including one converted into restrooms 
exclusively for sixth graders, are located 
on the south end of campus adjacent to the 
permanent classroom buildings. 

Students receive instruction in the same 
core curriculum (English, math, social 
studies, and science) as their sixth-grade 
peers in elementary schools around the 
district; however, they have one teacher 
for English and social studies, and another 
for science and math.

They don’t have recess like their peers 

at the elemen-
tary schools; 
however, they 
do receive 
more specialist 
time (one hour 
of general el-
ementary music 
instruction and 
one hour of 
P.E. every other 
day), Bates 
said.

Sixth graders 
also had an op-
portunity to en-
roll in an hour 
of beginning 
band or orches-
tra, which is 
held each day 
during fourth 
period (also 

known as “Den Time”). Those who aren’t 
signed up for band or orchestra participate 
in learning enrichment or intervention 
activities, Fox said.

“Changing teachers and classes is a good 
transition to seventh grade,” Fox said.

During the fi rst week of school, Bates 
visited each of the four sixth-grade classes 
and asked students to share their impres-
sions of the fi rst few days on the junior 
high campus.

“Their comments were overwhelmingly 
positive,” Bates said. “They like having 
more than one teacher, and many of them 
said they love the food and having lunch 
in the cafeteria.”

The one concern expressed, she said, 

was about long lunch lines. “I assured 
them the lines would get faster once 
students memorized their student iden-
tifi cation numbers that they enter each 
time they order lunch,” she said. 

Sixth graders have P.E. with sixth-
grade classmates in the gym; eat 
lunch with other sixth graders and 
some seventh graders in the Com-
mons; attend school assemblies with 
all seventh- through ninth-grade junior 
high students; have access to junior 
high support services such as the 
nurse, librarian, and counselor; and are 
invited to participate in leadership op-
portunities and after-school junior high 
intramural sports, clubs, and activities.

“They are Ballou Bruins and part 
of the culture here at Ballou Junior 
High,” Bates said.

Zeiger Elementary Principal Cari Ake 
said she is pleased that the sixth-grade 
transition has gone smoothly. While 
the school misses the sixth-grade 
leadership, she said fi fth graders “have 
really stepped up and accepted the 
responsibility.”

The sixth-grade move to Ballou Junior 
High has enabled the elementary 
school to have enough space to ensure 
that each teacher has an appropriate 
teaching space, she said.

“We no longer have teaching taking 
place in tiny offi ces,” Ake said. “How-
ever, even without our sixth-grade 
students, Zeiger Elementary does not 
have any additional classroom spaces 
left vacant. We continue to grow al-
most daily.”

Safety tips for riding bikes or walking to school
To improve the safety of students who 
ride bikes or walk to school, parents are 
encouraged to review the following fall 
and winter safety tips with their children.

Be seen

• Wear bright-colored clothes, and if it 
is dark or hard to see, carry a fl ashlight 
and wear refl ective gear on items such 
as backpacks and shoes. Bicyclists 
who ride in the dark are required by 
law to have their bikes equipped with a 
white headlight and a red rear refl ector 
or taillight.

• Walk or bike on the appropriate side of 
the road. If there is no sidewalk, walk 
on the side of the road facing traffi c. 
Bicyclists should ride on the right 
side of the road, moving in the same 
direction as motor vehicles.

Dress appropriately

• Layering is warmth. Wear many layers 
of loose clothing, as this ensures that there are pockets of air between 

the clothing layers that insulate the 
body from the cold. Close gaps, such 
as neck and wrist openings that are 
potential sites for heat loss. Wearing a 
scarf around the neck and long gloves 
or mittens can help.

• Again, refl ective gear is helpful — 
especially in foggy weather or on 
dark mornings or evenings —  to help 
drivers see those walking or riding 
their bikes.

• Ice and occasional snow in the 
Northwest can make it diffi cult to 
walk, so a good pair of boots or other 
shoes with traction is essential.

Make sure bicycles and bicycle 
equipment are in working order

• Before riding a bike to school, check to 

see that the tires are infl ated properly, 
the drivetrain is clean and lubricated, 
and the brakes work.

• Keep both hands ready to brake. Allow 
extra distance for stopping in the rain, 
since brakes are less effi cient when 
wet.

• Wear a properly fi tted bicycle helmet. 
Head injuries cause 75 percent of 
bicyclist deaths.

For more safety tips, visit the Puyallup 
School District website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Sources: National Highway Transporta-
tion Safety Administration, National Cen-
ter for Safe Routes to School, Washington 
State Department of Transportation, Mayo 
Clinic, and Puyallup School District 
Transportation department.

Photos: (Top) Students walk to school on the fi rst day of classes 
this fall at Emerald Ridge High School. (Bottom) A student walks 
her bike, lit up with a refl ector on the back, up the hill near Carson 
Elementary School.  

Communities In Schools (CIS) of 
Puyallup is seeking volunteers to tutor 
elementary students in reading and 
math.
 
Reading tutors are needed to assist stu-
dents enrolled in the Good Samaritan 
Readers program. 

The program serves students identifi ed 
by teachers as needing extra help with 
reading skills in grades one through 
three at Karshner, Stewart, Sunrise, and 
Pope elementary schools, and grades 
one and two at Waller Road Elemen-
tary.
 
The program is also starting this year 
with fi rst graders at Woodland Elemen-
tary School.

Volunteers are asked to commit to 
about one hour a week on a set sched-
ule between October and June.

Tutoring sessions are generally held 
between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

After-school math tutors coordinated 
by CIS of Puyallup are also needed 
at Karshner and Sunrise elementary 
schools. Volunteers are asked to work 
with sixth graders for one hour two 
days a week for 10 weeks.

Training is provided for reading and 
math tutors. 

If interested in volunteering, contact 
CIS of Puyallup at (253) 840-8917.

Volunteer reading 
and math tutors 
needed at six 
elementary schools

Sixth graders James Lee (foreground) and Will 
Sochirca organize their binders on the fi rst day 
attending school on a junior high campus. The 
students attend Ballou Junior High because of 
overcrowding at Zeiger Elementary.
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Editor’s note: This is the next in a series of “Everyday Heroes” articles that appear 
in each issue of Connections. The articles feature students who go above and beyond 
to make their school or community a better place. Employees throughout the school 
district nominate students for the recognition. The name of each student nominated is 
featured on the “Everyday Heroes” Web page on the Puyallup School District website.

School supply donations help Puyallup children in need

Madison Sandy
Grade 9, 2015-16
Ferrucci Junior High

Making sure that students feel safe and 
welcome at school is a priority for ninth 
grader Madison Sandy.

So when it came time for the 14-year-
old to commit to an activity as part of a 
student leadership program this year, she 
quickly signed up to chair an anti-bullying 
campaign at Ferrucci Junior High.

Madison is one of several student leaders 
chosen to serve on the school’s POWER 
Team Cabinet. POWER stands for Pride, 
Ownership, Warmth, Encouragement, and 
Respect, and the team’s student leaders 
empower others to create a welcoming 
climate on campus where all students feel 
connected. 

The teen is so passionate about the subject 
that she spent the latter part of her sum-
mer creating, with the help of some of 
her classmates, nearly a dozen anti-bul-
lying posters to hang in school hallways 

throughout the two-story school building.

Each one has a creative message or slo-
gan, artwork, and a #STOPBULLYING 
label that directs students to learn more 
about the topic on social media platforms 
such as Instagram and Twitter.

A bright purple poster with black lettering 
and a blue and white Facebook social me-
dia icon, for example, reminds students to 
“Think Before You Type.” Others are calls 
for action, such as “If You See Something, 
Say Something.” 

The messages are consistent with the 
school district’s anti-bullying policy 
and stress that the behavior is a growing 
concern, especially among children and 
young adults. 

National statistics on bullying illustrate 
the severity of the issue, Madison said. 
Every seven minutes a child is bullied in 
the United States. 

Bullying takes all forms, including hitting, 
threatening, intimidating, maliciously 

teasing and taunting, name-calling, 
spreading rumors, or encouraging oth-
ers to reject or exclude someone from a 
group. The behavior can be in person or 
through electronic technology (cyberbul-
lying) such as text messages, emails, 
or information posted on social media 
networking sites.

When Madison was younger, she remem-
bers being teased for having diffi culty 
pronouncing her R’s — an issue that has 
since been resolved with help from a 
speech therapist.

“When I walk into Ferrucci, I feel like I 
can talk to anyone,” Madison said. “It’s 
like family here. I want everyone to feel 
as safe as I do.”

In addition to serving on the school’s 
POWER Team Cabinet, Madison plays 
baritone saxophone in Concert Band and 
plans to participate this year in intramural 
basketball. The former Edgerton Elemen-
tary student is also active in Girl Scouts 
and has already earned the organization’s 
Silver Award — the second highest award 
of the Girl Scouts of the USA.

Her goal, she said, is to help coordinate 
two schoolwide anti-bullying assemblies 
this year.

“Madison has so much energy and a 
passion for making Ferrucci a warm and 
inviting place,” said Ferrucci Junior High 
teacher and POWER Team co-adviser 
Kim Ramsey. Teacher Katie Loran also 
advises the team.

“We are excited to see how all of her ideas 
and her enthusiasm play out this year,” 
Ramsey said. “She has wonderful support 
with her fellow POWER Team members.  
If even half of what she and they want to 
accomplish happens, we will have had a 
great year.”

Principal Steve Leifsen added, “Madi-
son’s commitment to combat bullying is 
inspiring. She understands the complex-
ity of the issue and has put together a 
plan to include staff and students alike in 
addressing the issue. Traditionally these 
initiatives have been adult-led. Madison’s 
leadership is greatly appreciated and will 
make a long-lasting impression on the 
culture of our school.”

More than 20,400 school supplies, 
including 8,648 pencils, 932 glue sticks, 
and 591 new backpacks have been 
donated this year by area businesses, 
service organizations, and individuals to 
help children in need.

This is the tenth year that Communities 
In Schools (CIS) of Puyallup has part-
nered with the Puyallup School District 
to coordinate a school supplies drive dur-
ing the fi rst three weeks of August.

The retail value of this year’s donations 
is just shy of $30,000, said Jan Mauk, 
executive director of CIS in Puyallup. 
Supplies were boxed and distributed to 
schools districtwide before the start of 
school.

“I continue to be amazed at the outpour-
ing of support from the community to 
provide basic learning tools that every 
child needs to be successful in school,” 
Mauk said. 

She continued, “As the number of stu-
dents in poverty grows nationwide, the 
need for community support in meeting 
their learning needs becomes increas-
ingly more important.”

Nationwide, 51 percent of public school 
students from urban, suburban, and rural 
areas across the country are living in 
poverty, according to the National Center 
for Education Statistics.

In Puyallup, more than a third (35.3 per-

cent) of students enrolled across the dis-
trict last spring received free or reduced-
price meals. Several elementary schools 
reported in excess of 60 percent signed up 
for the federal meal program available to 
low-income families.

“Imagine having six out of every 10 kids 
in a class qualify for free or reduced-price 
lunch,” Mauk said. “The need is great.”

Nearly three dozen businesses, organiza-
tions, or groups supported this year’s ef-
fort by organizing a drive or offering to be 
a drop-off donation site, she said. Several 
of the businesses or groups have partici-
pated for all 10 years, while others have 
been consistent supporters for at least the 
past fi ve years.

The Puyallup Costco store, for example, 
has donated hundreds of backpacks every 
year over the past decade. This year, the 
company donated 431 new backpacks, as 
well as some binders, composition books, 
erasers, pens, and mechanical pencils.

Red Canoe Credit Union has also been 
integral to the program’s success, Mauk 
said. For the sixth straight year, the 
company coordinated a “Fill the Canoe” 
school supply drive at its Puyallup loca-
tions and at numerous businesses and 
organizations throughout the community.

The drive brought in nearly 3,600 pounds 
of school supplies this year, and Red 
Canoe Credit Union matched donated sup-
plies pound-for-pound.

Countless other businesses have also 
supported the drive over the years, Mauk 
said, including the South Hill Mall, City 
of Puyallup, Good Samaritan Hospital, 
Washington State Fair, and Puyallup-Sum-
ner Chamber of Commerce.

In addition to the thousands of school sup-
plies, other local companies, faith-based 
organizations, service clubs, and individu-
als contributed to the success of the drive 
by volunteering time to sort and inventory 

items sent throughout the district. 

People interested in donating additional 
school supplies throughout the year may 
contact CIS of Puyallup at (253) 840-
8917.

Read more on the district website about 
how CIS is partnering with the commu-
nity to help students, including providing 
bags of nonperishable food items to feed 
families in need on weekends.

Communities In Schools of Puyallup Executive Director Jan Mauk 
and Costco General Manager Eric Johnson display some of the 
hundreds of school supplies donated by Costco.

Ninth grader Madison Sandy stands in front of one of the many 
posters she created as leader of an anti-bullying campaign this 
year at Ferrucci Junior High School.


